
Wow, what a season we have all been navigating through! This year has been personally

challenging for me. As many of you know I have faced some health challenges that seemed to

come one after another. I was first hospitalized in January for acute diverticulitis, and now finding

a new way of eating to prevent future flare-ups. Then, shortly after, I found out I have a new spot

of Melanoma, a form of malignant skin cancer on my ear that would require surgery. Because I

have had more than one I have been labeled as metastatic. That was a really hard word to hear.

Now I am facing my new normal of having skin checks every 3 months for the next 2 years. Then

followed by the Covid outbreak I found myself, like many others, asking God why is all of this

happening?  And then I was reminded of this verse in Psalms…. “those who know your name put
their trust in you, for you, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you.” God’s words

encouraged me that no matter what, because I put my trust in Him, He will always be with me and

never forsake me.
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“And those who know your name put their trust

in you, for you, o Lord, have not forsaken those

who seek you.”  Psalms 9:10

new normal

He has a purpose for everything and with every hardship, blessing follows.

So after much hardship, in April we found out we were expecting a special little miracle. Mike and I are so
happy to share that we are expecting a little girl, Charly Wren, in early December. Wow, God is so good!

After so much prayer, God blessed us with this precious little one. Our older girls are soooooo excited about

this new addition to our family. They are going to be such amazing sisters and such a help to mama!

“For this child we have prayed”
1 Samuel 1:27. 

I share all of this to

remind you:

1) You Are Not alone

2) God Will never Leave You or Forsake you

3) that through every hardship, blessing

follows to those who are faithful and put

their trust in Jesus!



So take courage, keep choosing Jesus! I am seeing

this in our students and staff as they navigate this

difficult time. Hearing their stories about how they are

still answering the call "To GO and make disciples of
all nations” despite the circumstances is so

encouraging. 

Next month, Sequoi will be sharing some of these

stories and also introducing a new program that I just

know God is going to use to encourage and support

our students in a new innovative way!  Can’t wait for

you to hear what God is doing around the world!

We are so thankful for each of you and what a huge impact your love, prayers and financial

support are having on the Kingdom. We couldn’t follow after God’s calling to “GO” without
you as part of our GSSM team. We are still continuing our initiative of providing extra support

to our staff, partners and students on the ground during this difficult time through our

Coronavirus Emergency Fund. Our goal is to help those in greatest need so that they can

continue ministering to others. Please see our response card or go online to

www.globalssm.org and click the tab DONATE to give as you are led.

This brings me to a special part of this News Brief, the second installment of                                                                   

I love hearing my Dad’s experiences and the circumstances God has walked him through that turned

into the greatest blessings on the other side. It was because of his faithfulness and the choice to

persevere no matter what. He will also be sharing stories of other unsung heroes that I know will

encourage and challenge you in your faith. So, over the next several updates we will include an

installment of “Russ’s Reflections” that we pray will ignite a fire in you to pick up your cross daily and

follow Him without hesitation. If there is one thing that God has taught me over my 41 years is that

following after Him and leaping out on faith is the hardest thing you will ever do, but man….the reward

of following Jesus everyday despite how scary decisions may be - the outcome is life altering! 

I challenge you in this series to really reflect on how God is challenging you to step out in faith and
to find the strength that you will only find in Him to act in immediate obedience and JUMP!

Russ's reflections

David leading a Sunday service in Kiteza Lugazi

Thank you in advance for your prayers

and support as the Lord directs you. 

Much love to you!

IN HIM<><
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